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GET INVOLVED

here is a certain pride that comes

from being part of something
greater than yourself. This is often seen
to be a basic human desire — one whose
fulfilment results in some fundamental
sense of happiness. And, in some ways,
what that “greater thing” is can be a bit
irrelevant.

Most of us have had the positive
experience of being
on a winning sports
team — even in pick
up games. Or being
part of a successful
work group, being
in a musical group
- singing or playing
or otherwise
participating.

Sometimes the
“thing” is passing.
There was one

plantings — add a definite charm. The
Beautification Committee has been
working hard to make them even nicer.

And, the neighbors seem to be special.
Our fellow “OMG-ians” lead interesting
personal and professional lives. We
have skilled professional musicians.
Successful advertising and marketing
people. People in creative areas,
including art and
writing. Retired and
working journalists.
Senior  academics.
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Entrepreneurs.
People with
interesting and

challenging jobs in
the tech sectors.
Educators. And just
plain interesting
and accomplished
people of all sorts.

recent college The ongoing
graduate who, challenge to us
having played all is to make our
on a successful “community” be
community more than just a
volleyball team, = “neighborhood.”
described the  Spirit of Kansas City, NORMAN ROCKWELL ~ The community

after-tournament
celebration as
feeling like “my
evening looked like it was part of a beer

commercial.”

COLLECTION

In one sense, it’s possible to look upon
your community as that “bigger thing.”

Many of us living on Oak Meyer
Gardens (OMG) feel like we are proud
and lucky to live where we live and how
we live. The homes are well-built, well-
maintained, and appreciating in value.

The common areas — including the
many little monuments and surrounding
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COURTESY OF THE HALLMARK ART

is the sum of the
energy, efforts, good
will, and good works
of us all.

So, think about ways to “do something”
to make things better. In terms of
something “greater than yourself,” there
are many options. And they are not
mutually exclusive.

With current conditions and the
significant change to more “work
from home” activities and the on-line
meetings replacing the usual face-to-

(Continued on page 3)



CORNER

DEAR OMG NEIGHBORS,

here are many things that go into

making a great neighborhood
community. One, I think, that tops the
list is going out of the way to know
one’s neighbors. Others may be just
looking out for the neighborhood kids,
or even performing a kindness such as
shoveling a walk or sweeping up those
dreaded gumballs. There is another
act that most people don't think about
as contributing to a great community
- that is paying one’s annual dues
to the HOA. By far the largest part
of our dues goes to the upkeep of
the monuments, markers,
and their landscaping, and
to services to keep our
neighborhood clean and tidy
— leaf pickup, Christmas tree
removal and dumpster days.
These all contribute directly
to the appearance of our
neighborhood and, indirectly,
to the value of our homes.
As an HOA Board member, I
would like to thank each and
every one who supports Oak
Meyer Gardens in this manner.

Over the past year, the Board, along
with the OMG Committees, has
identified three different areas where
additional fiscal support would make
a big difference to our significance
as a community - landscaping,
communications, and branding. Our
committee members and volunteers
have each given hundreds of hours to
planning, planting and watering our
urns and new plantings. In addition,
others have updated membership
rosters, the website and Facebook
page, sent announcements out
to neighbors and welcomed new
residents. As generous as they all

PRESIDENT’S

are, the demand on their time is
not sustainable. We see that we are
subsidizing the HOA’s budget on the
back of already busy volunteers.

Oak Meyer Gardens has 61
monuments and markers, more
than any other HOA in the area; J.C.
Nichols must have intended them as
a focal point for the development.
Last autumn, we spent the last of the
reserve money, dedicated three years
ago for landscaping, to update the
plantings surrounding the gateway
monuments on either end of Meyer

Boulevard. These improvements cost

us $11,275. We would love to continue
to make similar improvements to the
landscaping at Holmes and Rockhill,
and then expand in subsequent years
to the smaller markers throughout the
neighborhood. This would require
an annual budget dedicated to
landscaping improvements, something
we haven't had in the past. In addition,
it would make sense to increase the
budget for our landscaping contractor
to include a second autumn leaf
cleanup around our markers, and turn
over to them the responsibility for
watering the urns and new plantings
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throughout the growing season - a
very labor intensive project.

Digital communication has expanded
dramatically over the past 20 years.
Preferred communication modes
by our members to receive HOA
information are as diverse as the
members themselves -  emalil,
Facebook, Twitter, US Postal Service,
newsletters, the Website, Instagram.
It has become obvious to the Board
that we are not reaching all of our
members with notices of events and
services. And using any of these forms
of communication successfully
requires a thorough list of
contact information for all
members and a coordinated
effort on all media platforms.
HOAs have

hired a paid Communications

Other active

Manager with great results.
The Board would like to pursue
this strategy as well.

Thanks to Butch Rigby and
other developers, the north
end of our neighborhood is
starting to be known citywide
as East Brookside. More businesses
and trendy restaurants are moving in.
Much of the city knows where Armour
Hills or Brookside is located; we
would like for Oak Meyer Gardens to
have its own identity. Volunteers have
researched the idea of adding stylish,
identifying banners to the utility poles
on some of our more traveled streets.
These are affordable, especially if we
dedicate funds and save for them over
several years.

Special landscaping and masonry
projects over the past three years
have reduced our reserves to an

(Continued on page 3)



GET INVOLVED

(CONT’D FROM PAGE 1)

face interactions, all of the ways to get involved should be
explored.

In the firm belief that better days — after Covid and into a
more normal life — will be here soon, now would seem to be a
good time to contemplate how one will engage or reengage
in the future. Your OMG community offers many ways to
help — and that help is needed and would be appreciated.

There are social events. The OMG website. The OMG
Facebook page. Board service. Block Captain participation.
Committees of a variety of tasks. All of these efforts could
use your excellent participation and involvement.

The point is to take some of these steps — and do something
to increase your involvement. As John Donne wrote: “No
man is an island entire of itself; every man is a piece of the
continent, a part of the main ...”

And, as Red Green used to say on his Canadian based
TV show that used to air on PBS: “Remember I'm pullin’
for ya — we're all in this together.” So, start thinking about
and looking for ways to play a greater part in something -
something larger than just oneself. You'll be better off — and

The Law Oftice of
STUART D. WIELAND, L.C.

And “Of Counsel” Norton & Norton, P.C.

+ AUTO AND TRUCKING
ACCIDENTS

- PERSONAL INJURY/ B
WRONGFUL DEATH

+ WORKERS COMPENSATION
CLAIMS

+ TRAFFIC/CRIMINAL

“Experience
you can
count on”

FREE Initial Consultation!

so will your community.

(816) 453-9LAW (9529)

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

amount recommended by the
Finance Committee to maintain for
emergencies. We believe this has
been money well-spent. However, to
provide the improvements identified
above, we would need to raise annual
dues. Dues were last raised by $20
back in October of 2014. The Board is
recommending that we raise our dues
by $50. This is a per residence price of
about a nice latte once a month. This
increase would still leave us on the
low end of average dues paid by active
HOAs to the north and west of us. It
would also be retroactive, so it would
be presented as an amendment to
this year’s 2021-2022 budget. Instead
of holding the vote during a special
members’ meeting, we will be having
a general referendum. If passed, a
second invoice will be mailed early

(CONT'D FROM PAGE 2)

this spring to allow the improvements
to begin immediately.

In preparation for this referendum, I
will be sending this letter to all OMG
members early in February with
a few more details. You may have
already received it. There will be a
special members’ meeting held on
Thursday, February 24th, from 7-8:00
PM. at St. Peter’s School Cafeteria to
discuss the proposed increase and to
answer any questions. Voting on the
budget amendment will take place
in early March. A mail-in ballot will
be included with the letter stating
the date of the voting deadline, but
electronic voting will also be made
available through the website. Much of
the website is accessible to the general
public without a membership, but
website registration will be required

737

in order to reach the voting page.
Now would be a good time to go and
register at www.oakmeyergardens.org.
If you are unable to attend the special
meeting and still have questions,
please feel to email me at hoa®
oakmeyergardens.org and leave your
contact information. I would be happy
to speak with you one on one.

To end, I would just like to say that
Oak Meyer Gardens is a special
and diverse community. The Board
wants to include as many members
as possible in this decision. It is up to
all of us to decide how we want our
community to move forward.

Vi e

Valerie Schroer, President



JOHN KILBY

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
REAL ESTATE AGENT
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CALL (913) 522-5618 OR EMAIL JKILBY@KANSASCITYHOMES.COM




CHERRY STREET SPIRIT

have had the pleasure of living on Cherry Street for the
past six years and been graced with countless memories
of community and the charm of old homes with youthful
energy. The block of Cherry Street south of Rockhill Road
and between Locust Street and Kenwood Avenue is a
special block indeed. Composed of people of all different

T

backgrounds, this segment of Cherry Street finds a way to
unite everyone together without fail every year. Through
events like the Cherry Street Block Party and the yearly
Christmas luminaria, there is a tight knit community of
people who come together to celebrate each other.

On June 23rd, 2018, the Cherry Street Block Party celebrated
50 years. Rumor has it that this is the longest continuously
running block party of the city. This is not your typical,
snooze-fest block party. I'm talking fire trucks, pet parades,
face painting, pickle ball, slip and slide, bingo, movie night,
bike obstacle courses, kegs of beer, delicious food, and more.
The street is closed all along the quarter mile of the block
so that members of Cherry Street can enjoy each other’s
company and the warm summer weather. No wonder it has
been happening for 50 years.

Another classic tradition is the Christmas luminaries.

According to the National Park Service, the tradition of
luminaries has origins back in 1590 when men would light
small bonfires to guide them back to their camp. However, in
the 21st century on Cherry Street, the luminaries are used to
light our sidewalks and guide us to our homes. Each home
receives around 30 bags to light their pathways. They are
normally made beforehand as a community at the home of
Keith Ludwig and Helena Vasconcellos with warms drinks
and chili. It is understood whoever lives in the home 6835
Cherry Street will host the assembly party and that tradition
has been passed down from homeowner to homeowner. The
pandemic has altered the gathering, but the tradition stands
strong. The tradition has happened for over 60 years and
will surely happen for years to come.

Maya Bair bas been a member of Oak Meyer Gardens for over

10 years now and is proud to call it ber bome. She graduated
from Académie Lafayette and Notre Dame de Sion. She
is currently completing ber undergraduate degree at Regis
University in Denver, Colorado. In ber free time, she enjoys
studying languages, going on walks, finding side bustles, and
playing with ber gecko, Micab.

— By Maya Bair



EVOLUTION OF AN OMG BUILDING

I n the mid-nineteen sixties, 633 East 63rd Street — on the
southwest corner of 63rd and Holmes - was an office
building containing several businesses. One, an association
management and public relations firm also was an incubator
for a start-up advertising agency that has since grown
remarkably — and is now known as Barkley.

Over the subsequent years, the building housed a number of
enterprises, including a social welfare agency.

As part of the Brookside East improvements, under the
auspices of BB63 II, and the developer Vincent “Butch”
Rigby, the building has undergone a major transformation
which includes the addition of second story, a balcony, and
an elevator. Rigby’s company acquired the property in 2014

Now this attractive building provides sustenance for the
body and soul. It houses several interesting businesses.

You can improve your head through the Architexture Salon
and or by visiting Counseling Solutions KC. One of the
principals of this practice, Susan Brandt, is a long-time
OMG resident. Also in the building is New Strong, a family-
oriented practice for building resiliency within families was
created and is managed by two credentialed sisters, Laura
Probasco-Johnson and Leah Probasco-Burns.

Formerly, a Pilates studio was in the building, but the
pandemic has motivated them to move.

Sustenance is also provided by Arvelisha Woods and India
Monique, of Mattie’s Foods. Their fare is vegan — but even
hard-core carnivores love it.

BKS Artisan Ales is a craft brewery in the building. Started in
2017 by Brian and Mary Rooney, the craft brewery produces
and sells all of its beer at this location in East Brookside.
Draft pours and cans to-go are available in the tasting room
Wed/Thu 4 to 8pm & Fri/Sat 1 to 8pm. To-go beer can be
preordered online or at walk-up. In addition to having a
business in Oak Meyer Gardens, the Rooney’s also reside in
OMG with their dog Pivo.

The sort of anomalous tenant is the Kansas City office of an
international law firm: Rimon, with 45 offices in 14 countries
and on five continents. The three attorneys at 633 share a
four-office suite and conference space. They had previously
been in another Rigby building but needed more room.

The building at 633 is just one of the Righy’s transformative
developments along 63rd street. The office building to the
west of 633 — at 601 - is called the Brookside Professional
Building and it has small business tenants, including some
in various forms of health care. There are buildings across
Holmes, which once were medical facilities and later housed
parts of Cleveland Chiropractic College — now known as
Cleveland University-Kansas City and located in Overland
Park.

Highest profile current tenant is Plate Restaurant, at 701. On
the north side of the street, there is an events facility: The
Magnolia — Brookside. Several years ago, OMG held the
annual homeowners’ meetings in that charming space.

The energy, charm and livability of this edge of our community
is a promising sign - and gives indications of even better
things to come for the neighborhood.

NEW STRONG
newstrongke.com

633 E 63rd Street, Suite 230
Kansas City, MO 64110
Leah@NewStrongKC.com
Laura@NewStrongKC.com
Phone: (816) 744-0351

BKS ARTISAN ALES
bksartisanales.com

633 E. 63rd Street
Kansas City, MO 64110

LEARN MORE

ARCHITECTURE SALON
architexturesalonkc.com
633 E 63rd Street

Suite #210

Kansas City, MO 64110
(816) 873-5954

COUNSELING SOLUTIONS KC
counselingsolutionskc.com

633 E 63rd St.; Suite 240

Kansas City, MO 64110
816-756-3505

Appointments 816-756-2984

_6_

RIMON LAW
rimonlaw.com/locations/kansas-city
633 East 63rd Street

Suite 220

Kansas City, MO 64110

Tel/Fax: (816) 839-4639

MATTIE’'S FOODS
mattiesfoods.com

633 E 63rd St. #110
Kansas City, MO 64110
816-712-2887



Your Neighborhood Boutique Accounting

& Tax Consultancy Firm
Providing Specialty Support to Your Organization

BUSINESS CONTINUITY INDUSTRIES
We align our business with our partners in e Real Estate e Financial &
order to be able to advise our clients in a e (Consulting Professional Services
way that helps them grow strategically and e Food Service e Manufacturing
successfully. e Farming e Estate Planning
* Marketing ... and more!

& Communications
SPECIALIZED ADVISORY FINANCIAL TAX
SERVICES ACCOUNTING
Investment Advisory Services, Retirement We offer tax planning, tax preparation,
Income Projections, Personal Retirement financial and accounting services for
Account Management, Real Estate Property individuals, businesses and business owners.
Management, Property and Business We pride ourselves on being trusted advisors
Insurance and a reliable firm that will partner with your

small/mid-size companies and help it grow.

Call for a comprehensive financial review

Aligned Advisory

PARTNERS LLC

Ana Kodaka

FOUNDER & CEO

816-226-8777
ana@alignedadvisorypartners.com
www.AlignedAdvisoryPartners.com



HELP KEEP OUR
NEIGHBORHOOD SAFE

recent meeting with Kansas City Police Department,
Community Involvement Officer Marquez discussed
ways in which to keep us all safer.

Officer Marquez knows that an engaged neighborhood is a
safer neighborhood and actively engaged communities help
prevent crime — and can help solve any crimes that might
occur.

One way you can participate in the KCPD Neighborhood
Watch Program is to have your surveillance camera
registered with department.

Here is how it works:

You register your camera with the police department. KCPD
does not get access to those cameras at will. Residents must
grant access to KCPD through registration for each event.

Program advises KCPD that there is a camera around the
area where a crime may have occurred to assist with possible
leads.

The Kansas City Police Department will not be connecting
to your cameras in any capacity. You are simply telling us
that you have cameras, and where they’re located, nothing
more.

Your privacy is important to the Kansas City Police
Department. They promise to make every effort to protect
it. This information will not be released to any company or
person outside of the Department. Even within the Kansas
City Police Department, only those officers/detectives who
have a reason to have the information will have access to it.

Your neighbors will only know if you are registered if you
tell them (and the department hopes you do)! However, they
understand that sometimes it is a better option to not have
your neighbors know. The Kansas City Police Department
will only provide this information to members of the Kansas
City Police Department who have a valid investigative
reason to know you have cameras.

If you move or no longer wish to participate, you only have
to tell the police to remove your cameras from the Registry.

You can learn more at: WatchKC Program: www.kepd.org/
get-involved/watchkc/

Please visit www.kcpd.org for the latest crime prevention
tips and resources available!

If you have any suggestions for making OMG a safer
place, feel free to contact a member of the OMG Security
Committee: Stuart Wieland (swieland@oakmeyergardens.
org) or Jedadiah Robey (jrobey141@gmail.com)

Wotson & FRIDAY

UNIQUE ASSISTANCE

Professional Help for
Life Maintenance

Time saving services to help
establish and maintain a well-organized
and well-managed life

® Household Accounting
e Medical Bill Auditing
e (Office Organization

e General Recordkeeping
and Management

e Special Arrangements

...and Much More

WATSON & FRIDAY IS BONDED AND INSURED
HOURLY FEE BASIS

Jill Adams & Jon Goodman
(816) 520-8348

watsonfriday.jill@gmail.com

VOTE!

The Oak Meyer Gardens
Board of Directors is asking
our residents to vote YES on

increasing yearly dues.

This will allow us to continue

making improvements to the

neighborhood and ultimately
increase property values.

EACH HOUSEHOLD MAY VOTE ONCE
VIA THE PAPER BALLOT THAT HAS
BEEN MAILED TO ALL HOMES, OR
BETWEEN MARCH 1-10 AT OUR

WEBSITE, OAKMEYERGARDENS.COM



LONG TIME NEIGHBOR MISSED BY
LOCUST STREET FRIENDS

e live in a world filled with
mobility.
up, leave home, frequently move

People Srow

to another part of town, or to a
completely different city and state.
So, the story about the late Michael
Chiapetta, who lived nearly all of his
life at 6649 Locust Street is a rare tale
indeed.

Michael, who passed away on

September 9, 2021 - at age 80 years
and 141 days, grew up in that house
— with parents Marco and Rosa and
sister Carmeline.

Other than his time in the U.S. Air
Force and an early career engagement
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Michael
was on Locust Street. He probably
was on the block when “‘Mr. K.” -
Ewing Kauffman - started grinding
up oyster shells to create the hugely
successful Marion Laboratories.

His neighbors called him “The
Patriarch of Locust Street.”

Next door neighbor Jane Cory
remembers him as a good neighbor in
many ways. She and her family have
been on Locust for 29 years.

“He was great with our kids. He used
to hang homemade birthday signs on

our door to help celebrate. He also
took very good care of his property
and was an enthusiastic user of
Old English furniture polish on his
extensive woodwork.

With a career in the beverage industry,
Michael was a long-time associate of
the Berbiglia Wine and Spirits chain.
In its heyday, Berbiglia was the go-
to source for an extensive selection
of fine wines in Greater Kansas City,
with more than 20 retail outlets at its
peak. For many years, they were on
63rd Street in Brookside.

Michael’s involvement with beverages
made him a greathost. Jane remembers
one marvelous meal in particular.

“Michael and one of his friends hosted
an amazing Italian meal for about
nearly 20 of us. It was truly elegant
and memorable.”

As he aged, Michael had health issues,
including some heart issues. He was
planning to move to a senior living
facility, St. Anthony’s on East 68th
Street — but his health failed, and he
died before he could relocate.

From his obituary:

Mike was fondly known by bis friends
as “Chips”. Mike was a graduate of St.
Peters Grade School, Rockburst High
School, and Rockburst University He
served in the US Air Force Reserves
1963-69. From the earliest days of Little
League Baseball, Mike became a lifelong
fan of the Kansas City Royals. He spoke
often of the Plumbers Local #8 and the
Joe Nolen CUBS 3/2 league teams which
be coached.




MEET THE NEW OMG
BOARD MEMBERS

LIZA PERKINS

iza grew up in Osage City, Kansas. She attended St.

Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota and graduated
with a bachelor’s degree in Economics. She started working
at Cerner Corporation in 2014 and is currently a Senior
Client Implementation Manager for Paylt. Liza and her
husband Tyler moved to Oak Meyer Gardens in 2020.
She and Tyler share their home with their Golden Doodle
named Freddy, who has made an appearance on the front
cover of The Acorn.

Over the past year Liza has gotten to know many fellow
OMG neighbors on her block and even more throughout the
neighborhood thanks to Freddy’s friendly nature. Liza loves
the charm and character of all the OMG houses and looks
forward to getting to know OMG even better by serving as
a board member.

In addition to her project management and organizational
skills, Liza has taught yoga for past four years and worked

at both CorePower Yoga at its Plaza location and at the
Woodside Health Club. She currently teaches a monthly
yoga class for her workplace.

OMG
MAD LIBS!

ast I was
DAY OF THE WEEK
down when I noticed a

YOUR OMG STREET
crawling up a

WILD ANIMAL (A) TALL THING OUTSIDE (B)

The had a in

A FOOD THAT GROWS OUTSIDE (C)
its mouth and seemed very to have it.

WORD THAT MEANS ‘HAPPY’

I had , my pet

FUNNY OR CUTE NAME (D)

DOMESTICATED ANIMAL (E)

with me, and immediately
SHE/HE/THEY (F)
started like crazy. I tried to get
NOISE ENDING IN -ING (G)
to stop, but
D F

just kept louder and louder.

Meanwhile, the was still sitting up in

A

the , looking at us with an expression
B

that said: “Go ahead, I dare you to come up here and take my

”

@

However, the hadn’t noticed that

another had snuck up and was

A

. With one quick
grabbed the

hungrily eyeing the

snatch, the second

A

and quickly jumped to a neighboring

@

B

So a chase started, with the thief jumping first to yet another

and then to a .
B ANOTHER TALL THING OUTSIDE

Soon they were out of sight and

D

finally stopped

G

In my head I wondered: “Why are they fighting over one

? There are so many around!” Then

@

I remembered the arguments I have

FUNNY WORD

with my and [ realized that maybe I
FAMILY MEMBER YOU LIVE WITH (H)

am not so different from a !

So I walked home with and shared a

with my
DELICIOUS FOOD H
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Recently Completed Oak Meyer Gardens Project
at 601 E. 65th Terrace

HELP WANTED!
OMG BLOCK CAPTAINS NEEDED

Here’s a chance to do your part and help your neighbors.
OMG needs additional Block Captains in some locations.

The work is intermittent — but important to helping foster
and maintain a strong sense of community.

The working conditions are great: from the comfort of your
own home or on your street.

The pay is no cash but the warm sense of accomplishment
you can get from helping others.

If you've ever been on School Safety Patrol, held Student
Council office, served on an organization committee — or
just done good deeds — you may have a future in the OMG
Block Captains Corps.

To find out more, contact: Dawn Swenson, Block Captains
Chair: dawn.m.swenson@gmail.com

THE ACORN IS
ACCEPTING ADS!

You may notice another change to
the newsletter — ads. We are now
including ads to help defray the cost
of the newsletter. If you would like to
promote your business to an educated
and interesting group of people, please
consider posting an ad in The Acorn. It is
currently published three times a year.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
hoa@oakmeyergardens.org



Searchlng for the

RIGHT SCHOOL
for your student?

|
tHow to apply g
Submit applications by: 3.1.2022
Lottery: 3.3.2022

Offers of enrollment or
waitlist placement: 3.27.2022

/Oolpg uoC\“\‘-\A

Visit website
UniversityAcademy.org
and click “apply now”

Questions? Text Mrs. Brady
913-674-9851 or email
bradyk@universityacademy.org

School tours offered upon request

APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED UP TO 9TH GRADE ONLY

UNIVERSITY ACADEMY

University Academy is a free public charter school

with a rigorous curriculum and a focus on college acceptance

6801 Holmes Road, Kansas City, MO 64131
Pre-K through 12th grade




TURNING AN OLDER HOME GREEN

MG resident Rita Norton has

been modifying her home to
use solar power and conserve energy
since 2004. She has solar collectors
on her roof, has made energy-saving
modifications to her 80+ year old
home, and has been an enthusiastic
advocate for solar and energy
conscious home owning.

Rita has observed that adding solar
collectors makes sense to anyone who
can scrape the funds together. And
the passive and inexpensive changes
that were also made to her old house
are far more important for livable and
environmentally responsible housing.

A quick lesson on solar:

1st: The solar panels convert light
into direct current (DC)

2nd: That direct current is induced
into wires that join in the (white)
combiner box at the center of the
panel array on the roof. This direct
current travels through a wire-filled
conduit through the attic and down
the outside of the house to the
batteries in the basement.

3rd: Storage of energy in the
batteries in the first priority of the
system. Before energy/potential
electricity from the sun is used for
lights in the house or for sale to
Evergy it is stored for those times
when Evergy power is interrupted
or at night.

4th: The inverters then change
the direct current into alternating
(AC/DC,
The power can now be used by

current remember?).

appliances. Finally, surplus is sold
to Evergy.

However, solar is just one part of a
greater energy eflicient home life.
Old houses can be drafty. So, certain
steps can help reduce the energy loss
through drafts — and, therefore, lower
the need for cold weather heating and
warm weather cooling.

The magic word is caulking:

The ducts that lead from that
basement furnace to the various
spaces of a house are rarely seamless.
Every bend, turn, and connection
between those tubelike passages
creates the possibility of lost heated
or cooled air. To prevent the waste of
natural gas and electricity, those gaps
and seams need to be sealed.

Look for and feel for every single
seam you can find on those tubelike
passages and channels that lead
away from the furnace. Being uneasy
with spiders and unidentifiable dust
bunnies, I put a scarf over my hair
and used a long-handled, stiff duster
to clean off those long-ignored spaces
before I started feeling them. (Piles of
dust and spider eggs prevent a good
seal between the sealant and the
surface anyway.) Where there’s a gap,
however tiny, seal it.

Characteristically, the room
between
the first and second floors, with air

temperature  difference
conditioning on, was four to five
degrees. After a session of caulking,
the temperature on the second floor
was no more than three degrees
higher than that on the first. The mere

caulking of basement ducts made a
noticeable difference immediately and
can easily touched up over time.

Air moves, moderating toward a mean
temperature that has more to do with
physics than with human comfort.
This is why tight, complete insulation
is so useful. (In this 70-year-old house,
too tight for good health is probably
impossible.)

Another trick Rita Norton used — and
so can you - is insulation.

Rita added cellulose insulation in
September of 2005, replacing a thin
layer of “horsehair” - apparently
common in 1940 but noticeably feeble
forblocking cold airand excessive heat.
The thorough addition of cellulose
insulation, blown into exterior walls,
the attic and basement walls even and
nearly draft-free heating and cooling.
Inexpensive liners for exterior doors
provide for draft-free interior spaces
as well. The years since 2005 have
continued to give her some impressive
usage and cost comparisons.

The insulation enables mostly even
temperatures throughout the house,
regardless of the use of the furnace
and air conditioning.

There is much more to solar, energy
efficiency, green living, and potentially
planet preserving steps that you can
take than we can possibly showcase
here.

But, if you are curious - a little
investigation, and a  modest
investment can start you on the right

path. So you, too, can turn green.

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION IN FUTURE ISSUES.
IN THE MEANTIME, YOU CAN RESEARCH FURTHER:

evergy.com/Smart-Energy/Renewable-Resources

www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/feb/29/50-ways-to-green-up-your-life-save-the-planet

get-green-now.com/save-energy-at-home

www.energystar.gov/products/energy_star_home_tips



MEET THE NEW OMG
BOARD MEMBERS

BECCA HAGEMAN

ecca has lived on 66th Terrace for three years. She is a

Kansas City transplant who grew up in a small town in
Oklahoma. She attended the University of Arkansas where
she received her bachelor’s degree. Becca moved to Kansas
City after graduating from the U of A and quickly fell in
love with the city. Becca is a real estate professional with
Compass Realty Group and has expertise in single family
homes and condos. Becca also worked for Cerner when she
first moved to Kansas City.

Becca and her husband Nick moved to OMG in 2019,
“we immediately felt welcomed by the amazing neighbors
and have the desire to make others feel the same. We also
quickly began to appreciate the unique culture of Brookside,
the caring and friendly neighbors, and also the beautiful
character of each home. You might see my husband and me
on frequent walks with our dog Otie. Otie is a rescue and
looks like a white lab with black spots!”

Becca has served on several event planning committees and
enjoys bringing people together. She also loves to golf, read,

host people, and scheme up their next home project.

WELCOME

to everyone who chose to call
Oak Meyer Gardens home in 2022!

Sarah Lisby & Gregory Graham
Adam & Sarah Pope
Ashley Chmielewski

Nicholas Hinrichs
William & Kasey Hays
Jason Graves
Bryn & Scott Timme
Jonathan Beckloff
Michael & Meaghan Cisneros
Andre Bonnet
Peter Garabedian
John Smith
Heath Rath
Nicholas Shuler
Peter Rauen
Krishna Swamy
Vicki Zwier
Kevin & Katherine Ruprecht
Joe Lyons & Laetitia Coudray
Robert & Kymberles Earnshaw
Monica Levens & William Freeman

Cassidy Odneal
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IN O MEYER GARDENS?

BECCA HAGEMAN

Hey neighbors, I'm Becca! | have been a member of Oak Meyer Gardens for several years and | love our beautiful
neighborhood. | would be happy to give you a free home evaluation or tell you about our Compass Concierge
Program which pays for upfront repairs, updates, etc. to ensure you make the maximum profit when selling your
home. Feel free to check out my reviews on Zillow and reach out any time with questions!

cell 479.461.5007 O Amomexc
office 816.280.2773 ATHOMEKC
becca.hagemanecompass.com © BECCAHAGEMANKC

COMPASS Grour



OAIQK MEYER e

IMPORTANT
GARDENS DATESN

SATURDAY, APRIL 9 THURSDAY, APRIL 28 SATURDAY, JUNE 11
Donut Truck! City Spring Bag and Bundle Spring Dumpster Day
9-11 AM Pickup of Yard Waste 8-11 AM
MONDAY, APRIL 4 Leave your bags out the DATE TBD!

TO SUNDAY, APRIL 10

night of the 27th

Summer Social with

OMG Spirit Week Cornhole Competition
Stay tuned for details! & Ice Cream Truck
Please visit
www.oakmeyergardens.org
for additional details
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