
63rd Terrace PIAC Proposal 

63rd  Terrace & Cherry Island 

 



• Oak Meyer Gardens (OMG) is a “monumental” community.  Within its tight 
boundaries (Holmes to Oak & 63rd Street to 69th Street) it is responsible for 61 
monuments and markers of many varieties and sizes. Four of the largest, 
gateway markers border each end of 63rd Terrace. 

 

• OMG is one of J.C. Nichols’ original residential developments. It is essential to 
preserve the history and charm these monuments bring to our East Brookside 
neighborhood and to Kansas City. 

 

• We understand that the City of Kansas City is undertaking two studies; one on 
the 63rd Street Corridor and the other on Meyer Boulevard. Both will likely 
recommend traffic quieting and bring upgrades to the streets along with other 
changes to encourage neighborhood walkability. Due to its location immediately 
between these two streets, 63rd Terrace and its residents will surely be impacted 
by the future changes.   

 

• Sadly, the 63rd Terrace infrastructure is in horrible disrepair, as well as are the 
monuments that greet those who enter from either direction. We believe that 63rd 
Terrace should be prepared for the upgrades and development that this focus on 
the 63rd Street and Meyer Corridors will bring.  

 

• We are pursuing PIAC funds in order to make this a possibility. 

Oak Meyer Gardens 



• The gateway markers that stand at either entrance to 63rd Terrace 
are 70-80 years old. Many of the stones are crumbling with age and 
weather. They are leaning and will require piering work. The red 
pavestone bricks that accent the stone walls are broken and 
crumbling as well. 

 

• One of the assets of the street, the large trees, has also caused 
destruction to the sidewalks and curbs.  The curbs are so broken 
down that they are collecting mud and growing weeds.  The 
sidewalks are walkable only with great care. 

 

• The street itself doesn’t appear to have been regraded or resurfaced 
in years. Weeds grow out of large cracks in the surface and it is 
strewn with patches. 

 

• Several of the storm drains are in a poor state. 

Oak Meyer Gardens 



• The OMG Infrastructure Committee took on a project to examine each block 
within the neighborhood in order to inventory all the deficiencies in the street 
surfaces, sidewalks, and curbs.  It was determined that 63rd Terrace was in 
the worst general condition.  

 

• We are in the process of reporting the deficiencies to the KCMO 311 website 
to get as many of the problems addressed as possible within the city budget. 

 

• The Beautification Committee has received estimates from three different 
masonry companies on fixing the markers, as well as from a highly 
recommended piering company in order to estimate the magnitude of the 
masonry work ahead. These companies suggest that street and sidewalk 
repair be addressed first in order to avoid potential damage to new masonry. 

 

• We are in the process of drawing and mapping all of the marker green 
spaces in order to provide new landscaping of native perennials after the 
piering and masonry work is completed. We are consulting with Down-to-
Earth KC for design advice. 

Oak Meyer Gardens 





• The markers on Holmes are in far worse condition than the two 

on Oak Street. 

• All the markers are L-shaped and are positioned on both sides 

of the sidewalk.  

• This south marker serves as a partial retaining wall. 

• Note the crumbling cap on the small pedestal. 



• Cracked and crumbling brick is past 

being able to be repaired. 

 

• There are weeds growing out of the 

old pavestone brick cap. 



• The north pedestal at the Holmes Street entrance 

is identical to the south one, though flipped. 

 

• Its finial is crumbling and some of it has recently 

fallen. 

 

• The masons inform us that it is most economical to 

rebuild the markers on Holmes. 

 

• By rebuilding them, we can avoid the added cost of 

piering the leaning markers as well. 



• The Oak Street Markers are not in as bad of shape as those on Holmes Street, but 

they definitely need some long-delayed maintenance. 

• Due to their approximation to the curb, any piering will require that the curbs be cut 

and replaced. This will require coordination with any City work that may be performed. 



• Many  crumbling stones and bricks will need 

to be replaced to be properly repaired. 

 

• All of the markers will require a thorough 

treatment with a gentle biowash detergent. 

 



Cherry – between 

63rd Terr & 63rd St. 

Examples of curbs in the 400 block of 63rd 

Terrace. Damage is mostly caused by 

trees. 



More examples of curbs on 63rd Terrace. 



Sidewalk and apron damage 

caused by trees is extensive. 





The condition of the storm drains on 63rd Terrace 

are concerning. 



• Mud gathers, weeds grow in 

the curbs and storm drains. 

• It is uncertain how clogged 

the drains actually are. 

• Drains should be inspected 

for age and damage and 

replaced as necessary. 



• Most of the pot holes have 

been filled throughout the 

neighborhood, but the 

conditions of many of the 

street surfaces are in a fair 

or poor state. 

 

• This is the entrance to 63rd 

Terrace at Oak, between 

the gateway markers. 

 

• We hope to coordinate any 

street surface work with 

the maintenance or 

rebuilding of the stone 

markers. 

 

• The hope would be to 

avoid any accidental 

damage to new masonry 

work by heavy equipment. 



63rd Terrace 



• In this PIAC Proposal, Oak Meyer Gardens is requesting funds in the amount of 
$66,000 to repair and rebuild the large, gateway markers that stand at either 
entrance to 63rd Terrace. 

 

• We are seeking additional funds – to be estimated by City Engineering – to 
replace the sidewalks and curbs, and to grade and resurface 63rd Terrace 
between Holmes and Oak and a short section of Cherry Street, which serves as 
a midway entrance to 63rd Terrace, between Meyer Boulevard and 63rd Street. 

 

• In a second PIAC Proposal, OMG is requesting funds to help repair the balance 
of the monuments and markers throughout its borders. OMG has dedicated 
$28,000 of its reserve funds for immediate work. 

 

• We are searching for others sources of grant funds to help with such projects. 

 

• Please consider funding this project. 

  


